May 30, 2009

Installation of Officers elected at the May 17, 2009, annual congregation meeting

Only those elected at the meeting, not those already serving, need to be installed.

Reading

Herman Sasse, “On the Doctrine of the Holy Spirit” in

We Confess the Church (St. Louis: CPH, 1986), page 25

As God outside of Christ always remains the hidden God, so his Holy Spirit remains hidden from us unless we find Him in the Word and in the sacraments. And just as the revelation of God in Christ is at the same time God’s hiding in the human nature of Christ, so the Holy Spirit of God is deeply hidden in the means of grace. He is always an object of faith, not of sight. “I  believe that by my reason or strength I cannot believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to him; but the Holy Spirit has called me through the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts” [Small Catechism]. Similarly we cannot believe in the Holy Spirit except by the witness He gives of Himself in God’s Word. There both are found, the Son and the Spirit. There the Spirit bears witness to the Son of God (1 Corinthians 12:3). There the Son bears witness to the Holy Spirit (see the words of our Lord about the Paraclete in John 14-16). Without the Gospel, without the apostolic witness about Christ, we would be like those disciples in Acts 19:1-7 who had only received John’s baptism and did not know “that there is a Holy Spirit.” We might then know of the Holy Spirit as a force, a divine power that comes upon certain people, but we would not know that He is God. Only he who confesses the Second Article that the Son is “God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father . . . “ can go on to confess the faith of the Third Article: I believe “in the Holy Spirit, the lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who together with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.”

Prayers

Collect for Pentecost

O God, on this day You once taught the hearts of Your faithful people by sending them the light of Your Holy Spirit. Grant us in our day by the same Spirit to have a right understanding in all things and evermore to rejoice in His holy consolation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who with You and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever.

For Preparation to Await Christ’s Coming with Joy

O Father, hurry the coming of that day; and now, we implore You, bless and prepare us with divine wisdom and mighty strength so that in the meantime we may walk with understanding and insight and in righteousness and faithfulness. May we joyfully wait for the coming of Your dear Son in His glory and so depart blessed from this present evil age and valley of sorrow, and be set before Your eternal presence to behold Your face. Through Jesus Christ, Your Son. Amen

For Faith, Hope, and Love

O Lord, God Almighty, this life easily brings misery and would drain us of all joy and peace; for daily we are surrounded by wickedness, and the devil roams the land, looking to terrify and to consume the unwary and foolish, and seeking to destroy all that is good and beautiful. But Your kingdom is the place of every grace and virtue and where Christ Jesus alone is Lord, the only true Head of the Church and the Source of every blessing. Therefore grant to us Your abundant grace and help; give us above all a true and enduring faith in Christ and a fearless hope in Your mercy. In place of every weakness of our sinful conscience, give to us a fervent and blessed love toward You and all men. Guard us against unbelief, despair, and all envy. Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

Sunday Preparation

The Feast of Pentecost

Hymn of Invocation, LSB 913, “O Holy Spirit, Enter In”

Entrance Hymn, LSB 497, “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord”

Hymn of the Day, LSB 834, “O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth”

Distribution Hymn, LSB 650, “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling”

Recessional Hymn, LSB 837, “Lift High the Cross”

Old Testament Reading, Genesis 11:1-9

1Now the whole earth had one language and few words. 2And as men migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.” 

5And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the sons of men had built. 6And the Lord said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language; and this is only the beginning of what they will do; and nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. 7Come, let us go down, and there confuse their language, that they may not understand one another’s speech.” 

8So the Lord scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. 9Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of all the earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth. 

· There are but two religions among mankind, the one of the law in which man must achieve and gain a god’s favor and kindness, and the one of the Gospel in which God declares that He has done all things for man and for his salvation. Using that perspective, how many kinds of languages do you suppose that there are?

· If God has intended that man live in unity with Him and with each other and that this concord and be manifest, why would He have scattered man across the face of the earth?

Epistle, Acts 2:1-21

1When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 3And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them. 4And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

5Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7And they were amazed and wondered, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 9Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabians, we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” 12And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

14But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. 15For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day; 16but this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 

17‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; 18yea, and on My menservants and My maidservants in those days I will pour out My Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19And I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth beneath, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 20the sun shall be turned into darkness and the moon into blood, before the day of the Lord comes, the great and manifest day. 21And it shall be that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’”

· A mighty wind. Appeared as tongues of fire. Who manifested Himself in that place?

· And when God manifests Himself, what does He intend to do?

Holy Gospel John, 14:23-31

23Jesus answered him, “If a man loves Me, he will keep My word, and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. 24He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent Me. 

25These things I have spoken to you, while I am still with you. 26But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 

28You heard Me say to you, ‘I go away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved Me, you would have rejoiced, because I go to the Father; for the Father is greater than I. 29And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it does take place, you may believe. 30I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no power over Me; 31but I do as the Father has commanded Me, so that the world may know that I love the Father.”

· What is the work of the Holy Spirit?

· And what is this peace that Jesus has given that the world cannot give?

Announcements

Sun, 5/31

· 7:30 p.m., LSF Bible Study, Stanford CIRCLE (Old Union 3rd floor)

Tue, 6/2

· 6:30 p.m., Board of Stewardship Meeting

· 7:30 p.m., Board of Christian Education Meeting

Wed, 6/3

· 10:00 a.m., L.I.F.E. Course: Apologetics – Defending the Faith

· 12:00 p.m., Women’s Guild Luncheon and Meeting

Thu, 6/4

· No Choir

Fri, 6/5

· 6-8 p.m., 1st Friday Family Fellowship Night (postponed from 5/1)
Sat, 6/6

· 8-1 p.m., Palo Alto Citywide Garage Sale at Trinity

· 5:00 p.m., Rehearsal for the 8:15 Ensemble – Pot Luck to follow

Sun, 6/7, The Feast of Holy Trinity

· 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m., Divine Service (Isaiah 6:1-7; Romans 11:33-36; John 3:1-17)

Tue-Thu, 6/9-11

· Trinity hosts Christ on Campus, a conference for Campus Ministries

God’s Stewards. God has a plan of salvation which He is carrying out; to be a planner / manager / steward implies that one is involved in this divine plan of salvation as God’s steward, and that one sees one’s entire life conditioned by this relationship. In God’s plan, however, the idea of being chosen by God plays a central role. The God who never rests has a history with His people; and from this perspective the individual views his personal history, in which God has invested His goods and expects a return on His investment, for the honor of His name and the proclamation of His plan among all people.

Missions. Trinity is linked to Carl and Chen-Hsi Hanson, as Carl was serving short-term in the Philippines. He writes, "Winding through small villages to Baguio City in the highlands of Luzon District in the Philippines, Rev. Dr. Steven Oliver (missionary in Taiwan) and I (missionary in East Asia) rode the six-hour bus ride to teach a three-day lay training seminary for 67 participants. These elders, deacons, and evangelists of the Lutheran Church in the Philippines (LCP) gather twice a year as a large group as well as weekly or monthly with their local supervisors for on-going Theological Education by Extension (TEE). Dr. Oliver taught a course on Romans and James while I lead a course on preparing a Christ-centered Bible study/message. It was truly moving to meet these men who travel even greater distances on foot to remote villages and communities with the Gospel of God's love and grace in Jesus Christ. The LCP has 92 churches, many of which are mission stations, and 26 ordained pastors. The LCP has a goal to establish 100 new churches by the 500th anniversary of the Reformation (October 31, 2017)! The LCP's rich history and experience in training lay leaders has already expanded beyond the Philippines as they have joined LCMS World Mission work in Cambodia to offer similar training there. As the church continues to grow in Asia this kind of partnership is key, not only our ability to share the Good News of Jesus, but also to plant Lutheran churches in new areas!"

The Ten Commandments? "I am also a doctor and preacher...but must remain a child and pupil of the Catechism, and am glad so to remain." We agree with Martin Luther. That's why Issues, Etc. is offering a series on the Ten Commandments during the month of June. Do the Ten Commandments still apply to us today?  Do you keep any of them?  What does it mean to fear, love and trust God above all things?  Issues, Etc., a radio talk show hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken, will air an in-depth series on the Ten Commandments throughout the month of June.  You can listen to this series anytime you want at www.issuesetc.org. If you have any questions, send us an email at talkback@issuesetc.org.
Thanks for your support!

Trinity Has Talent. You are invited to a Trinity Congregation Luncheon and Talent Show on Sunday, June 28th on the garth. Lunch will be served beginning at 12:30p.m.; the show, hosted by Katy Cummings and Laura Barton-Holding, will begin at 1:00p.m., and will run approximately 90 minutes. RSVP to Katy for lunch at (650) 331-1622. Please speak with Laura if you wish to participate in the Talent Show or Art Display.

Short Answers

Old Testament Reading, Genesis 11:1-9

· There are but two religions among mankind, the one of the law in which man must achieve and gain a god’s favor and kindness, and the one of the Gospel in which God declares that He has done all things for man and for his salvation. Using that perspective, how many kinds of languages do you suppose that there are? There are but two kinds of languages, a language of law that demands from man and through which man would exalt his own accomplishments, and the language of faith, that is, one which uses the words of the mouth to praise God for His mercy and forgiveness and all that He has done for us in Christ Jesus.

· If God has intended that man live in unity with Him and with each other and that this concord and be manifest, why would He have scattered man across the face of the earth? When man gathers himself, it will be around his own accomplishments, which in the end fall, crumbling under God’s judgment. He will gather mankind by the work of His Spirit, around His gift of life – even as He did in the tabernacle, the place of His presence in the Old Testament, and then in Christ Jesus, Life itself, through whom we are gathered in the temple, that high tower of grace, not built by human hands.
Epistle, Acts 2:1-21

· A mighty wind. Appeared as tongues of fire. Who manifested Himself in that place? The God who hovered over the vast deep, who revealed Himself in the bush that was not consumed, who led Israel through His means of the pillar of fire – the God of Creation and Recreation showed Himself.

· And when God manifests Himself, what does He intend to do? Notice that this work is in connection with what He intends to do, namely, to proclaim his good work through Jesus Christ. He proclaims His truth, that by His work is man recreated and gathered around His life-giving presence and built into a temple inhabited by the Spirit.
Holy Gospel John, 14:23-31

· What is the work of the Holy Spirit? The work of the Spirit draws attention to what the Lord has said about Himself and what He, as the Son of the Father, has done. He is the Preacher of the Gospel, who by His gifts to the Church, proclaims the new creation through Word and Sacraments.

· And what is this peace that Jesus has given that the world cannot give? This peace is a full-bodied peace, of mind, body, and spirit – full reconciliation to God that includes forgiveness of sin and freedom from the power of sin to exercise a judgment of death upon the body. His peace is: sin has been forgiven; His resurrection declares so, and therefore what He has He gives freely and abundantly to His people, a resurrection from the grave and a life that includes all good and truth and beauty before the Father.
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